
Common Birds of Kumankaya 

 
Great Kiskadee 

 

 
The Great Kiskadee (so named for its three-syllable call) is one of the largest and 
most boisterous members of the tyrant flycatcher family. It has a big square head 

and stocky body like a kingfisher, and an omnivorous diet and bold behavior like a 
jay. They often eat small fish and snails. 

 
 



Yucatan Vireo 
 

 
Large, big-billed vireo of eastern Yucatan Peninsula, offshore islands, and Grand Cayman. 

Forages low to high in tropical woodland, thickets, and overgrown clearings; like many 
vireos, often found eating berries. Rather drab but distinctive, with olive-gray upperparts, 

dingy underparts, and a broad pale eyebrow set off by a thick black eyestripe thickest 
forward of eyes. 

 
 
 
 
 



Black-headed Trogon 
 

 
Handsome, medium-size, yellow-bellied trogon of tropical lowlands. Occurs in forest, but 
also in hedgerows, semi-open areas with taller trees, mangroves; not as tied to forest as is 
smaller Gartered Trogon. Perches at mid-upper levels, at times with several birds in a 
small area. Both male and female have a complete blue-gray eye-ring, and the underside of 
the tail is marked with big blocks of white. Digs its nests in arboreal termite nests. 

 



Yellow-faced Grassquit 
 

 
Very small bird of grassy and weedy areas in tropical and subtropical areas. Male is 

striking, with rich yellow eyebrow and throat set off by a black face and breast; extent of 
black on breast variable (less extensive on Cozumel Island birds). Female is notably drab 
olive overall but shows a ghosting of male’s face pattern; note the conical gray bill, unlike 

the stubby bill of seedeaters and female buntings. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Motmot or ‘Toh’ 
 

 
This brightly colored bird, a motmot, or pájaro reloj in Spanish and Toh in Maya, has distinct, long 
tail barbs with disc shaped feathers at the end which swing back and forth like the pendulum of a 

clock. 

Maya legend says that the motmot’s tail didn’t always look strange though… The legend says that 
after the creation of the animals, God remembered that he had not given them names. He 

announced that there would be a party where he would announce everybody’s names and there 
would be a race! 



Among the animals there was a beautiful little bird. It’s multicolored plumage and long tail made 
him the talk of the animal kingdom. Although this bird was very beautiful, he was also very lazy 

and just loved to sleep. 

The race would start at dawn, which the bird thought was too early. Lazy, but not stupid, the bird 
decided he would sleep in the path mid-way through the race route. That way he’d wake up when 
heard the noise of all the other animals and be able to start the race halfway through and no one 

would know. 

At dawn the race started and every animal participated. They ran, flew, slithered and crawled 
along the path to the finish line, however, our little bird was nowhere to be seen. The little bird did 

not hear them pass. When he finally woke up, he found no one else on the road so he started to 
fly, rushing to the finish line to get his name. “I must be in the lead!” he thought. 

Something felt strange, though. When the bird beat his wings he flew a little faster than usual, felt 
a little lighter than usual. He was scared and when he looked behind him he noticed that where his 

beautiful tail had once been, there was nothing left but two thin feathers with tufts at the end. 

As he looked at the sun and saw that he was in the middle of the sky, he began to understand why 
there were no animals on the road; they had already passed him while he was sleeping and had 

trampled all over his beautiful tail. 

The little bird was crying when he reached the finish line. God said as punishment for being lazy 
and for sleeping too much, each morning he will wake up the rest of the animal kingdom as the 

sun rises, and his tail will act like the hands of a clock so that he’s never late again.  

You can find this sacred bird across the Yucatan Peninsula. They usually live near cenotes or 
places where there is water; hiding in caves, crevices and wells.  

 

 
 

 



Ocellated Turkey 
 

 
Large, distinctive, spectacular gamebird of tropical forest, brushy fields, and adjacent 

clearings. Rarely seen away from protected areas, where can be common and tame. Note 
orange head ‘warts,’ copper-colored wing panel, and iridescent blue-and-gold eyespots 
(‘ocelli’) on rump and tail tip. Often in groups; feeds on the ground, but roosts in trees. 

Beware: domestic turkeys are common in the range of Ocellated, but are usually around 
people. 

 
 
 



Melodious Blackbird 
 

 
Fairly common in semi-open habitats of tropical lowlands, usually in pairs or small 

groups. Feeds on the ground and in trees, often flipping its tail sharply upwards; 
may associate loosely with grackles, but usually not mixed in with other blackbids. 

Distinctive but lacks obvious field marks: plumage is wholly black with a slight 
velvety sheen; note the sharply pointed bill, and dark eyes. 

 
 

 
 

 



Yellow-throated Euphonia 
 

 
Tiny finch of tropical lowlands and foothills, mainly in humid areas. Found in forest 

canopy, adjacent clearings with trees, gardens. Usually in pairs, sometimes small 
groups that associate readily with other euphonias, especially when feeding at 

mistletoe. Male has rich yellow throat and underparts (lacks black throat of male 
Scrub Euphonia); female has pale grayish throat and yellow sides creating a vested 

appearance. Young male looks like female with an adult male head stuck on. 
 

 
 

 

 



Cave Swallow 
 

 
Small, compact swallow. Often forages over water for flying insects. Sometimes nests in 
caves, but more commonly found under bridges or other structures in the U.S. Makes a 
nest out of dried mud. Distinguished from most swallows by square tail and pale orange 

rump. Similar to Cliff Swallow, but note Cave's orange forehead and paler throat. 
Dramatically increasing in Texas. Vagrants turn up in Northeast U.S. in late fall, after most 

other swallows have departed. 
 

 
 
 

 



Eastern Wood-Pewee 
 

 
Eastern Wood-Pewees are sit-and-wait predators that sally out from arboreal 

perches after insects and return to the same or a nearby perch. Like other members 
of their genus, they often perch high in trees, generally in fairly exposed places 

providing good viewpoints. 
 

 

 



Ivory-billed Woodcreeper 
 

 
Rather large, fairly common woodcreeper of tropical forest in both dry and humid areas. 

Feeds mainly on larger trunks, often probing into bromeliads and moving methodically. 

Note the long stout bill, which is mostly pale (but not really ivory colored), and the bold 

streaking on the head, back, and underparts. Streak-headed Woodcreeper is smaller and 

more active, with a slender, slightly decurved bill, very different voice. 

 



Gray-headed Dove 
 

 
Retiring, terrestrial dove of humid tropical forest in the lowlands. Heard more frequently 

than seen. Like other members of the genus, it can be found walking quietly on shady 
roadsides and trails, especially early and late in the day. It often flushes explosively and 
flies to a low perch in the understory. Told from White-tipped Dove and Gray-chested 
Dove by blue-gray crown and hindneck. In flight, all Leptotila doves show white tail 

corners and rusty under the wings. 
 
 
 
 

                                    

   



Turkey Vulture 
 

 
Large raptor. Appears dark from a distance. Up close, dark brown above with bare red 

head. In flight, undersides of wings are two-toned; lighter on the entire trailing edge of the 
wing, opposed to just wingtips on Black Vulture. Wings are held slightly raised when 

soaring, making a "V" when seen head-on. Tends to wobble in flight. Wingbeats slower 
and deeper than Black Vulture. Glides relatively low while sniffing for carrion, or riding 

thermals to higher vantage points. Also huddles around roadkill or dumpsters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Pale-billed Woodpecker 
 

 
Large red-headed woodpecker of tropical forest in lowlands and foothills; also in pine-oak 

forest of lower mountain slopes. Red head (with black forehead and throat on female) is 
often more squared than Lineated. Juvenile Pale-billed has black face with white cheek 
stripe, very like Lineated, but soon attains red head and usually travels with adults. All 

plumages of Pale-billed have a white V on the back, compare Lineated. Loud double-rap 
drum distinctive; drum in West Mexico often longer, but still very slow-paced. 

 
 
 
 

 



Yellow-lored Parrot 
 

 
Fairly small parrot of the Yucatan Peninsula, often in the same areas as the rather similar 
White-fronted Parrot, but the two species do not seem to mix in the same flocks. Found in 

forest and edge, less often in semi-open areas with scattered trees. Told from White-fronted 
Parrot by the dark cheek patch, and in flight shows a brighter green lower back than 

White-fronted. With a good view, note the small yellow face patch (‘lores’) at the bill base. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



White-bellied Emerald 
 

 
Small and rather plain hummingbird of tropical lowland forest and edge. Feeds low to 

high, often at edges and out in clearings. Both sexes look ‘female-plumaged,’ with green 
upperparts, white underparts; reddish color on base of bill can be difficult to see. Tail drab 

greenish with faint dusky band near tip. Lacks bold white tail corners of other small 
hummingbirds, such as female Ruby-throated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Green-breasted Mango 
 

 
Large, bulky hummingbird with slightly arched black bill. Favors forest edge and open 

areas with scattered tall trees. Often perches and feeds high in canopy, but also feeds low 
on occasions and will visit feeders. Male (some females similar) solidly dark, deep green 

overall with black throat, purplish tail. Female and immature have broad dark stripe down 
center of throat and breast, white tail corners. Immature also has rusty mottling along 

sides of throat and breast. 
 



Green Jay 
 

 
Striking jay with lime-green body, yellow outer tail feathers, and black-and-blue head. 
Slightly smaller than other jays. Usually found in flocks in open woodland with brushy 

understory. Visits feeders for fruit and seeds. 
 
 
 
 
 



Yucatan Jay 
 

 
Common and conspicuous in woodland and forest edge of Yucatan Peninsula, where there 
are no similar species. Usually found in groups of 5-25 birds, often chattering noisily. Black 
and bright blue plumage is distinctive. The bill is black on adult birds, yellow on juveniles 

and 1st-year birds. The striking white bodied juvenile plumage is held for only a few weeks 
in late summer before being replaced by adult-like black feathering. 


